446                     WILLIAM PITT                [CH. xix
and your strong testimony in their favour, to comply with this recommendation, which will be immediately carried into effect.1
The settlement of the Loyalists in Canada and Nova Scotia produced far-reaching results. About 28,000 settled in Nova Scotia, the larger portion of them selecting the banks of the River St. John. Besides being far removed from Halifax, the seat of government, they found themselves absolutely without influence in the administration, as the Governor refused to enlarge the Legislative Council by admitting one of their number. They therefore petitioned the Home Government for separation from Nova Scotia—a request which was at once granted (1784), Pitt thus showed his complete confidence in the Loyalists and in the policy of according full liberty in local affairs to a community which obviously needed such a. boon.
Not very dissimilar were the results of the influx of the Loyalists into Canada Proper. About 10,000 of them crossed Lake Ontario or the Niagara River, and formed a thin fringe of settlements along the Upper St. Lawrence and Lakes Ontario and Erie. In 1784 Governor Haldimand granted to them large tracts of land, generally in proportion to the services rendered during the war."1 In many cases, the settlement was of a semi-military character; and everywhere the colonists took a pride in adding to their names " U.E.," to denote the United Empire for which they had fought and suffered. The lot of many of them was hard in the extreme; but it seems that even those who had been reared in luxury preferred the rigours of the Canadian winter in a log-hut to the persecutions which would have been their lot in the United States.
A settlement of a very different kind was that of dc Pulsaye and some fifty French royalists in the autumn of 1798. Puisaye was a man of fine physique and perseverance, as appeared
1 Pitt MSS., 102, Colonel Delancey named by Pitt was probably Lieutenant-Colonel Stephen Delancey (1740-98), who helped to raise a loyal battalion at New York and finally became Governor of Tobago. His son, Sir William Delancey, was Wellington's Quarter-Master-General at Waterloo, where he was killed.
* GvesweU (" Hm. of the Dominion of Canada," 144) states that £4,000,000 was then allotted to the settlers in Upper Canada. I can nowhere find any confirmation of this. Ktngsford, " Hist, of Canada," mentions only grants of land and small sums of money; but states (vii, 217) that in all the sum of .£3,886,087 was granted to the Loyalists in Great Britain.